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REPORT. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

In  obedience  to  the  statute  requiring  the  Attorney  General 
"to  make  and  submit  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  annual  session,  a  report  of  all  the  official  business 
done  by  him  during  the  preceding  year,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
present  the  annexed  schedule  marked  (A),  which  exhibits  a 
brief  summary  of  the  business  performed  by  me  since  the  date 
of  my  last  annual  report. 

The  schedule  marked  (B),  also  annexed,  is  an  abstract  of 
the  annual  reports  made  by  the  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  the 
several  counties,  as  required  by  law,  showing  the  official  busi- 
ness done  by  them  during  the  past  year.  The  prosecuting 
attorneys  of  the  counties  of  Baton,  Ionia,  Kent,  Ottawa, 
Lapeer,  Macomb,  Oakland,  Shiawassee,  and  St.  Olair,  have 
neglected  to  make  their  reports.  The  schedule  embraces  all 
the  other  counties  of  the  State,  and  exhibits  "  the  amount 
and  kind  of  business  done,  the  number  of  persons  prosecuted, 
the  crimes  and  misdemeanors  for  which  such  prosecutions 
were  had,  the  results  thereof,  and  the  punishment  awarded 
against  the  persons  convicted  thereon." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Z.  PLATT, 

Attorney  General. 
Detroit,  December  27,  1842. 

For  appendix,  see  Joint  Documents  1842, — State  Library. 
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[Schedule  A.] 

Statement  of  official  business  transacted  since  the  date  of  last  annual 
rcjyjrl. 
Circuit  Court  United  States  ii  Equity. 

George  W.  Jermain,  Treasurer,  impleaded  with  } 
Schuyler  Hodges,  &c.,  I 

ad*,  r 

Richard  Suydam  and  others.  y 

This  suit  was  instituted  by  the  complainant  for  tiie  foreclosure  of 
#  mortgage  against  S.  Hodges  and  others,  and  the  State  Treasurer 
was  made  a  party  defendant,  ms  the  holder  of  a  prior  rrroiMgage  upon: 
the  same  premises. 

Id  Chancery,  (Second  Circuit. 

Steven*  T.  Mason,  Governor,  Ace.,  impleaded  with  1 
William  Ford,  v.V.c, 

ads. 
Joseph  D.  Beers. 

This  suit  was  also  instituted  by  the  complainant  for  the  foreclosure' 
6'f  a  mortgage  on  property  which  had  been  attached  by  the  state; 
I  appeared  and  defended,  but  no  proceedings  have  been  had  subse- 
quently to  the  filing  of  bill. 

In  Chancery,  First  Circuit: 
The  State  of  Michigan, 


Ralph  Updike 

The  defendant  was  the  pretended  owner' of  land  in  the  town  of 
Grass  Lake,  Jackson  county,  which  was  crossed  by  the  railroad. 
He  commenced  a  great  number  of  vexatious  suits  before  different 
Magistrates  in  Jackson  county,  against  the  captains  of  the  cars  and 
he  engineers,  for  trespass  ;  and  this  bill  was  filed  and  injttnctiott 
obtained  to  qutet  the  annoyance. 
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in  Chancery,  First  Circuit. 

fiurotas  P.  Hastings,  } 

ads.  > 

Michigan  State  Bank.  ) 
this  bill  Was  filed  by  the  comp)aba*S'  agefmst  E.  ft  Hasting,  af 
one  of  the  commissioner*  appointed  by  a  former  legislature  to  settle 
with  the  «ate  bank,  and  prayed  that  he"  might  be  enjoined  from  de- 
livering over  to  his  successor  Sucli  of  tntf  state  bank  assets  as  were 
ften  in  his  possession,  and  tnat  he  might'  b*  directed  to' hold*  the  same 
as  trustee  for  tWeir  benefit,  (o  pay  off  an*  satisfy  cerfefn  debts  which, 
by  the  terras  of  the  settlement  made  by  the  bank  with  the  state  offi- 
cers, the  state  wero  to  indemnify  against. 

Upon  argument  before  tn«  chancellor,  fhe  motion  for  injunction 
k  was  denied. 

Supreme  Court. 
Z.  Piatt,  Attorney  General,  1 

The  Michigan  Insurance  Co.  of  Detroit.     ) 

September  term,  1942.  Filed  information  in  the  riatuVe  of  qua 
Warranto.  The  defendants  were  chartered  as  an  Insurance  compa- 
ny. They  claim  to  possess"  banking  powers  also.  This  preceding. 
Waa  instituted  to  test  their  pYetended  right. 

In  Chancery  rirsi  Citciit. 

"the  Same,  ^ 

vs.  > 

1?he  Sarrte.  ) 

tjfpon  instituting  proceedings  in  (he  supreme  court,  a  bitf  was  filed5 
in  chancery,  for  injunction,  which  was  granted,  prohibiting  the  com- 
pany from  exercising*  banking  powers  until  the  Question  of  right 
ihoald  be  determined  by  fhtf  supreme  court. 
Circuit  Ccntirioftht  TJnii&  States,  fiislritl  of  MithigeA,  in  Equity 

Charles  G.  Hammond,  and  others,  } 
ads.  > 

John  H.  Ostrom,  and  others.      ) 
This  bill  was  filed  by  tht  complainants  fd  prohibit  the  fall  of  thtif 
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ends  for  the  taxes  of  1833.  It  was  claimed  by  them  that  at  the 
time  of  the  assessment,  they  had  no  evidence  of  title  except  tbe 
Land  Office  certificate,  and  insisted  that  until  the  patent  issued,  the 
title  was  in  the  United  States,  and  the  lands  not  subject  to  taxation. 
The  bill  prayed  for  an  injunction  to  stay  the  sale.  The  court  de- 
nied the  motion,  and  decided  that  lands  purchased  and  paid  for  at 
the  United  States  land  office,  ceased  to  be  a  part  of  the  public  do» 
main,  and  were  subject  to  taxation,  even  though  the  patent  was  no| 
issued  until  afterwards. 

Qircxit  Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  Same,  ) 

J  ads.  > 

j  Wm.  H.  Imleyr.         ) 

The  like  as  in  preceding  case. 

Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States, 

The  Same,  ) 

ads.  > 

Arthur  Bronson,  <kc.      ) 

The  like  as  in  preceding  case. 

//i  Chancery,  First  Circuit, 

Z.  Piatt,  Attorney  General,      1 

The  Oakland  Co.  Bank.         ) 
Nov.  4,  184?.     Filed  bill    for  injunction  upqn  thp  ground  of  in* 
solvency,  and  vjolaiiqn  of  charter.     The  injunction  was  allowed  by 
the  Chancellor,  and  subsequently  modified. 

I  Supreme  Cowl* 

The  Same, 
vs. 
The  S>ime. 
Filed  information  in  the  nature  of  quo  warranto.  The  legislature 
n  January,  1842,  repealed  the  charter  of  this  bank  ;  and  they  are 
'ited  by  this  proceeding  to  show  by  what  right  or  authority  they- 
Uim  to  exercise  banking  powers. 
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Supreme  C;mrt. 

Eu rotas  P.  Hastings,  Au  f  tor  General,  ~) 

ad.t.  > 

John  Chamber] ;n.  ) 

Tl  e  judges  of  the  circuit  court  for  Wayne  county,  had  awarded  tfl 
J.  Cliamberlin  86,244  52  damages  :ov  the  alleged  n m-pcrformance, 
by  the  commissioners  of  internal  improvement  of  their  contract 
with  him.  By  the  terms  of  that  contract,  Chamberlin  agreed  to  do 
team  work  upon  the  line  of  the  railroad  between  Detroit  and  Ypsi- 
lanli,  consisting  chiefly  qf  the  transportation  of  provisions  for  the 
use  of  the  men  engaged  in  constructing  the  railroad.  He  was  to  be 
paid  one  dollar  per  hundred  for  all  that  he  transported  ;  and  he  also 
•agreed  to  carry,  at  the  same  price,  all  ;-uch  other  articles  as  he 
might  be  required  by  the  commissioners  to  carry  and  transport.  Af- 
pr  teaming  it  for  several  months  he  was  paid  for  all  the  work  he 
had  done,  and  was  n«>t  required  to  do  any  more.  Mr.  Chamberlin 
then  filed  his  claim  against  {he  state,  and  insisted  before  (he  judges 
of  Wayne  county  pircujt  that  his  contract  entitled  him  to  the  trans- 
portation of  all  the  railrqad  iron  used  in  the  construction  of  the  rp,a<J 
between  Detroit  and  Ypsilanti,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  pay  for 
carrying  it,  although  he  did  not  carry  it. 

The  court  decided  that  Chamberlin  was  entitled  by  his  contract  to 
the  transportation  of  all  the  railroad  iron,  and  awarded  him  $6,44$ 
52,  being  the  profits  he  wouM  have  made  if  he  had  been  required  tq 
transport  it. 

I  advised  the  Auditor  General  not  to  draw  his  warrant  upon  the 
Treasurer ;  and  he  accordingly  withheld  it.  Chamberlin  then  ap- 
plied to  the  supreme  court  for  a  mandamus  to  compel  the  Auditor 
General  to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  amount  awarded. 

This  motion  was  argued  before  the  supreme  court  in  connection 
with  a  motion  on  my  part  for  the  albwa.'inc  of  a  writ  of  csrliorari, 
to  arrest  the  errors  of  the  circuit  court.  The  whole  matter  remains 
with  the  court  undetermined. 
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Circuit  Court  far  Y/ayne  County. 
State  of  Michigan,  ') 

John  Van  Fossen.  ) 

Tins  suit  was  brought  to  recover  a    bal-mc!  die    from  th«  defen  It 
ant  as  commissioner  of  infernal  improvement,  cl<a  I  is  now  po  jd.ng. 
Circuit  Court  for  Jackson  County. 
Stevens  T.  Mason,  Governor,  &c,  ~) 
William  Ford  un:l  others.  ) 

A  law  was  enacted  in  1810  (see  page  53,  session  laws  1840.)  au- 
thorizing any  judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  any  county  in  which  a 
writ  of  attachment  is  issued,  to  cite  ihe  plaintiff  before  him  to  show, 
cause  why  the  attachment  should  not  be  dissolved.  And  "if  the  said 
judge  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  plaintiff  had  not  a  good  and  legal 
cause  for  sueing  ou{.  such  writ,  the  judge  may  order  the  attachment 
dissolved." 

In  pursuance  pf  that  statute,  I  was  cited  tq  appear  before  one  of1 
the  associate  judges  of  Jackson  county,  to  show  cause  why  an  at- 
tachment (which  had  been  issued  by  my  predecessor)  should  not  be 
dissolved.  The  judge,  after  hearing  argument,  decided  that  there 
was  no  good  cause  for  sueing  put  the  writ,  and  dissolved  the  attach- 
ment. 

Besides  \he  foregoing,  many  suits  are  in  progress,  (some  com-. 
menced  previous  and  oihers  subsequent  tq  the  date  of  my  last  report) 
for  the  collection  of  demands  transferred  by  the  Michigan  Stat« 
Bank  to  the  state.  By  a  law  of  the  last  session,  the  Auditor  Gene- 
ra], State  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  State,  were  constituted  trus- 
tees of  these  assets,  and  are  charged  with  their  collection  and  man- 
agement. I  have  not,  therefore,  deemed  it  necessary  to  give  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  them  In  this  report. 
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[Schedule  B.] 

Abstract  of  Reports  of  Prosecuting  Attorneys,   exhibiting  the  crimi- 
nal business  cf  184%. 

Allegan  Cav,nty—W.  K.  Clarke,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 
No  indictments  found  in  all  }842. 


Berrien  County — J.  N.  Chipman,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 
r'erjury, 
iape, 

kssault  wi|:h  inteqt  to  kill, 
3ugg«ry, 

Convicted  and  sont  to  penitentiary,  2 

Convicted  and  sentence  suspended,  1 

Still  pending,  1 

The  report  of  Mr.  Chipman  embraces  only  the  period  subsequent 
tfl  September,  1842,  when  ho  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 
Jlls  predecessor  has  mi  Jo  no  report. 

I 

Brtnch  County — E,  G.  Fuller,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 

Careen  y,  2 

Uttering  counterffjt  cain,  1 

Affray,  1 

Burglary,  1 

Assault  and  battery,  5 

^laisance,  * 

!  5 
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Convicted  and  sentenced  to  penitentiary, 

i 

Convicted  ancf  fined  and  imprisoned, 

4 

Discharged  or  still  pending, 

7 

Calhouti  County —Edward  Bradtty,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 

Perjury, 

i 

Larceny, 

6 

having  in  possession  instruments  for  coirrfng 

mone'y,- 

2 

Obtaining  property  by  false  pretence*, 

$ 

Malicious  mischief, 

Breaking  jail, 

Selling  liquor  Without  a  license, 

Assault  on  officer, 

Maintaining  nuisance, 

Constable  refusing  to  pay  over  monr6y, 

20 

Convicted  and  sentenced  to  penitentiaryy 

2 

Co:ivic:ed  and  fined, 

» 

D'ischargsd  or  still  pending, 

10 

Cass  County — James  Sullivan,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 
Perjury, 

Having  counterfeit  uills  with  intenf,  <fcc.       •> 
Larceny, 
Adultery, 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretence^, 
LewJ  and  lascivious  cohabitation,  3f 

Assault  and  battery,  7 


Convicted  and  aentencdd  to  penitentiary,-  \ 

do  do  county  jail,-  1 

do  fined,  6 

Discharged  or  still  peidin*;,  7 


lfif 
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Clinton  toxicity — S.  Towson,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 


Perjury, 

i 

Polygamy, 

2 

Adultery, 

1 

Assault  with  intent  to  kill* 

1 

Assault  and  battery, 

2 

Discharged, 

2 

7 

Still  pending, 

5 

Genesee  County — James   Birdsally  Prosecuting 

Attorney. 

Disturbing  religious  wor.-hip, 

1 

Larceny, 

1 

Keeping  ball  alley, 

I 

Assault  and  battery, 

2 

Wilful  trespass, 

1 

Selling  liquors  without  license, 

8 

Selling  liquors  to  Indians, 

1 

.Obtaining  money  under  false  pretence!!, 

* 

1 

Adultery, 

i 

Convicted  and  fined  or  imprisoned, 

3 

14 

Convicted  and  sentenre  suspended, 

1 

Discharged  or  still  pending, 

10 

Hillsdale  County —  W.  W.  Murphy,  Pfbseailing 
Perjury, 

■  Attorney. 

3: 

Adultery, 

2 

Assault  and  battery, 

% 

5 

Larceny, 

fr 

Selling  liquor  without  license, 

8 

Obstructing  legal  process, 

I 
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Convicted  rind  sentenced  to  penitentiary,  3 

do.         fine  J,  3 

Discharge:!  or  still  pending,     *  15 

Ingham  County — /.  W.  Burchard,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 
Larceny,  t 

Assault  and  battery,'  v  I 

2 
Discharged,  2 


J.icxson  County— Fhincc.s  Far  ran  I,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 

Forgery,  4 

Pcijiry,  4 

Larceny,  2 

Lew  J  an  1  lascivious  conduct,                        '  2 

Assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  3 

Assault  and  battery  with  dangerous  weapon!,'  2 

Soiling  spirit-rxs  1  iquor  without  license,  3 

Oh  trusting  Central    railroad,  2 

De.ajing  buddings,  1 

E.s  japing  l'rom  prison,  2 

Assault  and  baUery>                                           *  .  1 

2tf 

Convicted  and  sentenced  to  penitentiary,*  X 

do.         and  finded  or  aent  to  jail,  .                 '       (?      . 

Discharged  or  still  pending,  19 


Kalamazoo  County — N.  A.  Dalch,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 
Assault  and  battery,  3Jf . 

Violation  of  election  law,    *  S 

Carried  forward,  8 

%9 


U4  Joint  DoetiMfcftfS. 

BrcugV  forward,  ft 

Assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  1 

Larceny,  8 

Horse  stealing,  0 

Perjury,  1 

Maiming  cattley  1 

tibe),                                         ♦  1 

breach  of  the  peace,  2 

-  Resisting;  public  office r,  I 

27 

Convicted  and  tent 'to  county  j  vif,  2 

Convicted  and  not  yet  Kcntcnced,  il 

Discharged  or  still  pending,  22 

Lenawee  County — A.  R.  T/Jfany,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 

Larceny,  & 

Assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  2 

Breaking  j-niJ,-  3' 

Assault  and  battery,  2 

tittering  forged  note,  1 

Obtaining  property  under  false  pretences,  1 

Having  in  possession  instruments  for  corning*  2 

Adultery,  1 

Perjury,  2 

Keeping  nuisance;-  0 

Raper  1 

Malicious  trespass  1 

S31 

Convicted  and  sentenced  to  penitentiary,  3' 

do                do.         to  county  juil  or  fined,  0 

"fciscbarged  of  still  psndfojp*  19" 
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Livingston  County— F.  C.   Whipple,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 

Adultery,  1 

Ass-.ult  and  battery,  1 

Malicious  trcs;:;u,4,  9 

Embezzlement  and-larccny,  5 

Forgery,  j 

Resisting  officer,  ■$ 

•Obtaining  property  under  false  pretence*,  8 

Disturbing  religious  worship,  1 

Fraud,  J 

Challenging  to  fight  a  duel,  1 

19 

Convicted  and  judgment  suspended,  8 

Discharged  or  still  pcudinj,  10 

Monroe  County — I,  P.  Chriftiancy,  Prosecuting  Attorney.. 

Larceny,  •                                  \\ 

Perjury,  p 

Assault  on  officer,  £ 

Forgery,  J 

Iliotous  assault,  \\ 

Assault  and  battery,  JO 

Conspiring  to  defraud,  3, 

Having  counterfeit  biljs  with  intent  to  pr.ss,  1 

Affiliation,  3 

llmbezzlement,  I 

i'urglary,  1 

Cross  fraud  upon  the  public,  1 

Topping  house  of  ill  fams,  1 

Keeping  gaming  house,  1 

Carried  forward,  6$ 
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Brought  forward,  Sft 

"Victualling  house  keeper  suffering  a  person  to  become  intox- 
icated in  his  lioiise,  1 
f.ibel,                                                                                                1 

57 
Convicted  and  sentenced  to  penitentiary,  1 

do.  do.         county  jail  or  fined,  13 

Discharged  or  slit!  pending,  43 

St.  Joseph  County — J.  E.  Johnson,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 

Having  counterfoil  money  with  intent,  ecu.  \ 

Passing  counterfeit  money,  1 

Burglary  and  larceny,  2 

Perjury,  1 

Larceny,  1 
Violation  of  tavern,  license  laws,                                                        '    2 

Assault  with  intent  to  murder,  \ 

Assault  and  battery,  5 

M 

.  Convicted  and  fin~d,  2 


Discharged  or  still  pending 


12 


Van  Bur.cn  County — 4.  W.  Draughton,  Pros&cu'Jng  Attorney. 

Larceny,  j 

Jllegal  voting,  2 

Assault  and  battery,  2 

6, 
Convicted  and  fined,  1 

Discharged  or  still  pending  4 
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Y?ashtcna:c  County — E  Mundy, 

r 

'roxecu 

\iing 

Attorney. 

Assault  raid  battery, 

6 

Larceny, 

2 

Penury, 

1 

Nuisance, 

2 

Conspiring  to  defraud, 

1 

Firing  n-cods, 

1 

13 

Convicted  ami  lined  and  imprisoned, 

2 

Convicted  and  not  sentenced, 

1 

Discharged  or  still  pending, 

19 

Wayne  Coun'y-yT.  A.  Vandyke,  Prosecuting  Attorney. 

Murder,  1 

Assault  with  intent  to  murder,  § 

Rape,  1 

Perjury,  o 

Assault  upon  officers,  2 

Malicious  injury  of  personal  properly,  2 

41         breaking  windows,                ~*'  $ 

Conspiracy  to  steal,  J 

Adultery,                                                         —  J# 

Threatening,  to  extort  money,,  % 

Receiving  stolen  goods,  $ 

Passing  counterfeit  money,  g 

Possession  of  counterfeit  bills  with  intent  to  pass,  a 

Obtaining  money  and  goods  under  talse  pretence,  2 

Curglarv,  1 

r,  "  ... 

\  cgory,  2 

i                     Crrried  forward,  ff 
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•7 


Brought  forward, 

larceny,  ^ 

Assault  and  bnitcry,  -;J 

Indecent  exposure  of  person,  '             1 

Keeping  house  of  ill  iVune,  ° 


ewdness, 

1 

eglect  of  ofljcial  clary, 

2 

1M 

Convicted  and  sentoncoJ  to  penitentiary, 

31 

"         and  sentenced  to  coun-ty  jiil, 

7 

"         and  fined, 

8 

"        and  julgmsnt  suspended, 

G 

M.V.ion  Cor  new  trial  pending, 

1 

pischnrged,                                                   „ 

25 

|5tlll  pending, 

«3 

^flff'inl    T?pp^rt     rP>1^     ^n.mtn^nnt    nf    PllMlP.     T«, 


#b  f&g  liSgisl&luwfif  tho  State  nf  M  &/>*»+*  : 

In  ohndi<m/T'  trj  WhJio  Sgya-unanilittt-af 'Pubiit  Inotpuation  auk- 
ffiita  his  unntrai'iqwM. 

«The  ftbotr.woto  of  pctm'na  fmui  the,  tmi'tn'iipB  iirl  Jiitwiataj  onvariwf 
»aroa  fifty  pogag  of.  tha  )»t  and   pfoogjiwg  mparta,  nnd  Tfr»=tt«PO» 


